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St Martin By Looe
Parish Councillors

Contact Numbers.

Chairman Robert Henly 01503 240336
Vice Chairman Roberta Powley 01503 240650
Parish Councillors Barbara Reynolds 01503 240520
David Keeble 01503 263525
Paul Matthews 07724 115620
Simon Lawes 07399 605069
Louise Western 07789 558191

Parish Clerk & Magazine Editor Charles Hyde 07763 364809
clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk

County Councillor Mark Gibbons 07342 530644
Clir.mark.gibbons@cornwall.gov.uk

If you would like to include an advertisement in the next edition please con-
tact The Clerk, Charles Hyde on 07763 364809 or by email
clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk Costs: £20 for a full page, £10 for a %2 page,
£5 for 1/3 page: Contract discounts are available. The magazine is printed
quarterly and has a circulation of 350 printed copies delivered throughout the
Parish and is also available online on our website and Facebook page.

Contributions

We always welcome contributions from people living in the Parish. If you
would like to air your views on a particular subject or have a photograph or
piece of artwork for the front cover please get in touch with The Clerk.

Statutory Disclaimer

All articles and advertisements are published in good faith, St Martin By Looe

Parish Council cannot check all details in the articles and any views ex

pressed may not necessarily reflect those of the Parish Council. Neither can

we be held responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future.
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# Parish Council Update W

Welcome to the Summer 2025 Edition

Well what a wonderful start to summer 2025, its been glorious out
there, my garden is loving it. Inside this edition you will find some
great articles from our regular contributors, a tasty strawberry tart reci-
pe, news from No Man’s Land Hall with photos from their VE Day
events and much more. The next issue is the Autumn edition due out
in September, so please send in anything of interest you wish to see
published by August 10th. Have a wonderful summer.

County Councillor Armand Toms
After over 20 years service to the community Armand has retired, he
will be missed, his commitment to the job was above and beyond and
he will be a hard act to follow. The Parish Council will miss his support
and friendship, we wish Armand a long and happy retirement
(although we hear his wife has other ideas!!). We welcome County
Councillor Mark Gibbons and look forward to working with him.

Travel

Day Trips & Coach Holidays
Enterprise Park, Midway Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2FQ_ Tel: 01208 77989

Group

Coach Excursions & Tours 2025

Bodmin MOT Centre

11th June

24th June

14th - 18th July
29th July

30th July

5th August
13th August
18th August
2nd September
5th - 7th Sept
21st - 25th Sept

Marwood Hill Gardens, Barnstaple
Mount Edgecombe & Harbour Cruise
Visit Chester

Port Eliot Estate with Kernow Mill
Tiverton Canal Barge & Bickleigh Mill
Legoland (book early for tickets)
Plymouth Firework Championships
Dawlish Rail / Exmouth Coastal Cruise
Paradise Park, Hayle

Burghley Horse Trials

Herefordshire & Worcestershire

Visit our website for all our excursions & tours.

Call: 01208 77989 for bookings and brochure
website: www.grouptravelcoachhire.co.uk
email: grouptravelcornwall@btconnect.com

01208 77989

‘Garage Services
MOT Testing Station
Classes 4,5 &7
Servicing & Repairs
High Vehicles & Motorhomes
Brake Test & Headlight Alignment
Pre MOT Inspections
Annual & Interim Vehicle Servicing

Commercial interim inspections available
including brakes and lights

Helping you stay compliant

Bodmin MOT Centre
Enterprise Park, Midway Road,
Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2FQ
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W Parish Council Update w

Planning Applications

PA25/02910. Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use
of the property in breach of the agricultural occupancy condition im-
posed upon planning consent 00/00889/FUL, continually and without
break for a period more than 10 years prior to the date of this applica-
tion. Location: Millpark Farm Cottage, Millendreath, Looe, Cornwall.

PA25/03028. Proposal: Re-development of existing beach resort to
create new flood alleviation channel, replacement of 103 units of holi-
day accommodation (existing and extant) and the addition of up to 87
units of holiday accommodation. Construction of a restaurant building,
a central facilities building, a tennis court, car parking, passing places,
re-alignment of the coastal path, hard and soft landscaping, fixed sur-
face infrastructure and other associated works. Location: Millen-
dreath Holiday Village, Millendreath, Looe, Cornwall.
Elections 2025.

The Parish Council had an uncontested election, however Councillors
Lankston and Spicer stepped down and their places filled by two new
Parish Councillors, Paul Matthews is from a well know local family
and Louise Western is a local business woman who is active in the
parish. We welcome them and look forward to working with them.

X? SUVILE

:.. o%e _ t
¥ Pet Grooming
Jessica TamblynHayward
ey Qualified Pet Groomer
% e% Bray Farm

4' Bindown

Nomansland, Near Looe ..‘
P8 420 01503 240841 or ‘.

Q° (7334 473835




A personal message from former County Councillor
Armand Toms

Firstly | wish to thank the clerks to the parish for their work over the
last twenty years both Sue and Charles have been great to work with
and for. | know that whoever takes on the roll of Cornwall Councillor
to this area will have a safe pair of hands to help them with this par-
ish. Your current clerk Charles has been excellent and his work with
the parish magazine has kept residents informed of the issues in the
parish and raised money towards infrastructure (Notably the bus shel-
ter). You are lucky to have such a good man working for you. Can |
also thank the Chairman to the parish over the last twenty years as
the meetings have been managed in a very professional way.

To the current Council-
lors my thanks for being
the eyes and ears on
the ground keeping me

informed and | can say PLEASE COME TO OUR

it has been a pleasure . _

to work with and for you Strawberry Favre
During this time deci-

sions have been made on Sat 21" JUNE @
in a clear and open way

and there is a good St Martin’s Church Hall
method of allowing resi-

dents to come and LOCQE.

speak to the council and

make their feelings From 12-=3pm.

known. My wish is that
you all consider staying
on the council as expe-
rience counts but this
may not be possible. All welcome - especially children,
Let's hope that the new
Cornwall Council keep FREE PARKING
the popular scheme of
Highways local im-
provements going.

Lunches & Afternoon Teas.

Stalls. Raffle. Lucky dips.

Continued on next page




A personal message from former County Councillor
Armand Toms

These have brought changes welcomed by residents. Yet housing is
still a concern and the scheme for 12 Affordables on the Duchy land
behind the allotments at No Man’s Land may one day come to frui-
tion, The largest legacy of this council will be the highways improve-
ment, footpaths and reduction in the local speed limits.

For me it is retirement and the opportunity of working for my family
and having time with my grandchildren. | promise | will always be
available to help with working for the community with litter picking,
grass cutting and community events. Can | lastly thank the communi-
ty for the kindness shown to me over these twenty years, | will miss
my work and the people | have served. | ask that this note is pub-
lished in the minutes and the parish magazine as these thanks to you
and residents should not go unnoticed.

Regards Councillor Armand Toms.

Rob Stead
Chimney Sweep

o Traditional & rotary power sweep

o Chimney unblocking CLEAN, TIDY & EFFICIENT SERVICE
o Stove maintenance CALL & BOOK YOUR LOCAL SWEEP TODAY!

o CCTVinspections & surveys
o Insurance company approved certificates issued
o Fully insured & trained by The National Association

of Chimney Sweeps (NACS)
CALL US NOW

07547 346 318
RS.ChimneySweep@gmail.com




W Parish Council Update W

Please note new Website Address stmartinbylooe-pc.qov.uk

Parish Council Monthly Meetings
They take place at the Memorial Hall, No Man’s Land at 7.30pm on
the first Thursday of each month, but this may vary, so please check
our notceboards, social media or website for dates.
Requests to speak during Public Participation need to be made to the
Clerk, 48 hours in advance by email: clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk.

Looe Banking
Hub

Sardine Factory next
to the Heritage cen-
tre
West Looe,.

Opening Hours/
Bank

Monday - Natwest
9am to 5pm

Tuesday - Barclays
9am to 5pm
Wednesday - Lloyd's
10am to 3pm
Thursday - HSBC 9am
to lpm

Thursday - Santander
lpmto 5pm

Can obtain cash and
pay money in any
day. Any specific
questions for your
bank you'll need to
speak to their advisor
on the appropriate

#"f‘\\,’) i ‘f
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BRUNCH GLUB CHOIR

THE PUBLIC HALL LISKEARD
LAUNCHING IN MAY WEDNESDAYS FROM [10.30

ASIERSENNION

VISIT WWW.SINGROCK.CO.UK TO BOOK YOUR PLACE
CONTACT SAMANTHA | 07977 166572 | INFO@SINGROCK.CO.UK




Monthly Producers Market.

Please don't forget our local producers market on the first Saturday of
each month 9.30 till 12.30 in the hall.

We have some fabulous stalls, a lovely fresh veg stall with eggs, fruit
and veg all very reasonably priced. O Keefes meat is always a pleas-
ure to see with everything you can think of at this time of the year plus
lots of delicious barbecue goods. Last month we welcomed a new
stall Downderry Spice which | think the people that came found very
interesting and spice lovers went home with the odd little pot of some-
thing new. Our regular crafters always have a great selection of crafts
knitting ,slate work, soaps and some lovely home made jams and
sauces along with some very nice plants

And don't forget the cake stall which
raises money for our Xmas display and
a little get together after we have
switched on the lights. So please try
and pop along and support the market
we are very lucky to have such a facility
in our lovely village hall

Tredinnick Farm Shop and Cafe

RS f.’ﬁ‘*""?_..l;-i‘
Fresh Fruit & Veg, Agents for:

Bread, Meats, Pet Food, || The Lottery, Paypoint,
Beer, Wine & Spirits. EVRi

1Dy WIS

Pius ALL your amazon 3 Ny dpd
everyday staples. Services.

Open 7 days a week %
FP Mon—Sat 8am—6pm. 2 G
PayPoint ©
Sunday 9am - 5pm Kotiona™

(tery H]
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No Man’s Land Village Hall

The Hall was decorated with balloons and bunting etc on V.E. Day as
the Hall hosted a coffee morning which raised £222.00 for the charity
Help for Heroes. It was well supported, and the cakes were delicious!
The Hall sent a donation to Armand Tom’s chosen charity in apprecia-
tion of his support for the Hall in his capacity as our local Cornwall
Councillor. Many thanks Armand. On June 18th from 11am until 3pm
we are hosting a coffee morning in which a member of the South
West Ambulance Service Community response team will be available
to give CPR defibrillator training. This event is free to attend and any
donations will go towards their response vehicles. We have a defibril-
lator at the Hall and it is crucial people know how to use it. Even if you
are not interested in the training, please come for coffee and cake to
help support the response team as, one day, your life could depend
on it. On 21st June 2.30pm the Hall is having a HUGE Jumble Sale in
aid of the charity Refuge 4 Pets. This charity depends on the generos-
ity of the public, through donations, to help fund vital work helping

CORNISH

The Farm shao p.!:DaIInatuasnn _._{',

The Purely Cornish Farm Shop and Deli

The Cornish Hamper people making
beautiful bespoke hampers in Looe

Established in 200%,
YWe have Comish products from over 30 Suppliers
From Tamuins Gin and Camel Valley to Jo Downs Glass
and St BEval Candles.

Fpen 7 days aweek, 0900 1700hrs 18 Fore Street, East Looe, PL13 10T

- 01503 262630 www.purelycornish.co.uk allyi@purelycornish.co.uk

9



No Man’s Land Hall

people and animals escape from domestic abuse, which sadly is all too
common in our part of the world. Mary from Refuge4Pets is hoping to
come to explain the work they do. Please come and help support the
vital work this charity does and grab a bargain while you're here! Visit
our Facebook page for more info.

Dates for your diary:

Produce Market: 1st Saturday of every month.

18th June 11am-3pm Coffee Morning in aid of S.W.Ambulance Ser-
vice Community Response Team’s response vehicles plus optional
Defib training.

21st June 2.30pm Jumble Sale in aid of Refuge4Pets.

Summer Flower Show Saturday 2nd August 2.30pm.

Harvest Festival Date to be confirmed.

Remembrance Sunday Service 2pm 9th November followed by a
Faith Tea.

Christmas Fayre 22nd November 2.30pm

Christmas Bingo 12th December 7pm for 8pm.

Looe Locksmiths
Call 07739124163
www.looelocksmiths.com

Your Local Mobile Locksmith based in
Looe

i 2 Key Cutting
- [ B Lock Replacement

Lock Opening
Vehicle Opening
Broken Key Extraction
UPVC/Composite Door Adjustment
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No Man’s Land Hall
VE Day 2025 Photo Gallery.




\, TRENODE PTFA \‘/\(

FRIDAY 13™ JUNE

Doors Open at 6:30PM
eyes down 7pm
No Mans Land Memorial Hall
Holland Road, Looe




LOOE CHCIR WEDS EVES FROM 7PM
AT THE FAMILY HUB

j*‘hx A II’A
SING ROCK i '
VISIT WWW.SINGROGK.CGO.UK TO BOOK YOUR PLACE

CONTACT SAMANTHA | 07977 166572 | INFO@SINGROCK.CO.UK

STEVE WILLS HAULAGE

We can supply Dumpy Bags /25kg bags of
Decorative Chippings
Sand and aggregates
Cement and Blocks
Tipper & Grab Hire
Delivery or collection available
Fast and efficient service

Tel: 01503 220641

13




e TRt

liday Park near Looe

With breathtaking views of Looe
Island and Millendreath Valley, our
luxury indoor pool, sauna and
steam room provides a perfect
day retreat for the whole family.

Tregoad

HOLIDAY PARK

St Martin, Looe, PL13 1PB Call 01503 262718 to book

* ok ok ok ok
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Tregoad Holiday Park News

Advertisers Announcement.

Tregoad Holiday Park in Cornwall, part of the award-winning Water-
side Holiday Group, is now welcoming guests and locals to its new
£2.4 million indoor leisure facility - The Barn - featuring a luxury swim-
ming pool, sauna, and steam room.

The state-of-the-art facility opened with a celebration attended by lo-
cal MP, Anna Gelderd and Chair of Visit Cornwall, Jon Hyatt, and has
since become a popular attraction for holiday guests, holiday home
owners and the local community. The development reflects Water-
side’s ongoing investment in premium experiences, following the suc-
cess of the on-park Stargazy Bar & Grill and other recent park en-
hancements.

In addition to offering a relaxing retreat with high-end coastal interiors
and eco-conscious design, The Barn is home to local children’s swim-
ming lessons through a partnership with Swimtime. Tregoad has also
expanded its team to support year-round and seasonal operations.

Group Operations Director, Matt Way, said “This is a great investment
for the park and local community. Not only does it elevate the experi-
ence for our guests and holiday home owners, but it also creates
more opportunities for the local community.”

The Barn is powered by air source heat pumps and solar-ready infra-
structure, and was one of the UK’s most ambitious pool builds using
off-site sectional shell technology. The Barn is now open to the public,
as well as Tregoad’s holiday guests and holiday home owners. For
more information or to book a visit, please call 01503 262718.

NO MAN'S LAND VILLAGE HALL

HIRE THIS HALL

GROUPS 'PARTIES' CLUBS ETC
OOD SIZE HALL WITH KITCHEN
& TOILET FACILITIES
A STAGE, BILLIARD /SNOOEKER ROOM
WITH A DARTBOARD
REASONABLE RATES
CONTACT MRS R. POWLEY 01503 240650
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Looking For John Smith
History Snippet by Jenny Wallis

I've been investigating a family who lived in troubled times when Hen-
ry VIl demolished the monastries and cut ties with Europe and Rome
All seats of learning had gone. No one was left to write the record.
Cornish Catholics tried in vain to keep their lands, titles. - and heads!
One such family were the Smiths of Tregunnick.

Tregunnick had belonged to Launceston Priory and Thomas Smith
bought his leasehold land.

Tregunnick is between Downderry and Hessenford. The Smiths had
been acquiring land by marrying heiresses. They had estates in St.
Minver (Rock!), Lavethan, Blisland, Trewint and Lanwarnick in Duloe.
They married Mayows, Mayors of Looe. They had the title of Esquire,
but no coat of arms.

The family were connected to Sir George Smith, MP, Mayor of Exeter
who married a Bevill of Killigarth near Polperro. His family were Lon-
don goldsmiths who had branched out into banking. They had a coat
of arms. They were armigerous!

Society was strict about coats of arms. Messages were conveyed. -
like imogees. This Smith family had martlets on their shield. A martlet
was a mythical bird like a martin or swift. Folklore believed that they
had no legs, so martlets have feathers underneath. They symbolised
a family without any land to land on. Most upperclass families were
given land in1066, so it looks as if the Smiths were intent on upward
mobility!

Angela Cornwall IFHB Therapist
|l have been a practitioner for 30 years delivering support through
holistic Therapies. | believe prevention is better than cure.

| offer:
Indian Head Massage Stress Management
Hot Stone Therapy Anxiety strategies to manage
Swedish Massage stress and anxiety

| am Level 3 Advanced Level Health and Socia Care.
A patient by experience for NHE ENGLAND COMMISSIONING.

Contact: 07897 784305 Angela Im' bestyoumnbe

angelacornwall5@gmail.com Cornveall
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Looking For John Smith

History Snippet by Jenny Wallis

But they fell foul of ruthless Tudor anti-Catholic laws. Robert Smith
was a rebel captain in the Cornish Prayerbook Rebellion of 1549 -
routed at Fenny Bridges. His son, Robert, with his wife, were chained
in the dock in Launceston with the Martyr, Cuthbert Mayne who was
hung, drawn and quartered. Cousins were married to cousins to pro-
tect estates by inheritance.

Walter Smith bought buildings from Totnes Priory to create a guildhall
for the town. He then bought part of St German’s Priory in Saltash to
create a guildhall there. This meant that the Guilds could monitor the
skilled tradesmen needed to boost the economy. (Good thinking!)
There is still a Smithfield Road in the town -and the Guildhall..

But back in Tregunnick, John Smith, son of John Smith, uncle of John
Smith, was promoting a design for their coat of arms. George Smith
had 3 martlets; they had 4!

In 1620 the Herald’s Visitation approved John Smith’s coat of arms
and he had it put on his gravestone in Sheviock. It also features on
the coffin slabs of Margery and Ann Smith in Lansallos and Duloe.

Last week | was sent a 1570 map of Westwivelshire (our first post-
code). There, bang in the middle, was “John Smith of Lanwarnick”!
The map is in Looe Museum - once our local Guildhall. The Smiths
must have arrived - but their story has never been told.

PIANO & KEYBOARD TUITION IN LOOE
\

Lessons to suit all ages.
You are never too young or
old to learn.

All styles including

Classical, Pop, Rock &
Blues.

Contact Samantha on: 07977166572

Email: Samanthao.meades@ntiworid.com

www.pionokeyboardliessonslooe.co.uk
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SCOTT

PARRY

- ASSOCIATES -

SELLING HOMES THAT FULFIL YOUR LIFESTYLE

COASTAL SOUTH EAST CORNWALL IS AN OFTEN OVERLOOKED
PART OF THE CORNISH RIVIERA, KNOWN TO SOME AS"THE
FORGOTTEN CORNER". COME AND DISCOVER YOUR FAVOUR-
ITE PART OF OUR WONDERFULLY IDYLLIC COASTLINE.

From the rugged and romantic moorland of Bodmin Moor and the
verdant valleys of the Rivers Tamar and Fowey to the beautiful
coastline of the Cornish Riviera, our experience and depth of knowledge
provides clients and buyers alike with an estate agency experience
which breaks with tradition, we provide candid opinion and fresh-faced
enthusiasm for our property stock and our location.

www.scottparry.co.uk
01752 858314

sales@scottparry.co.uk @scott parry associates
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Strawberry Tart

www.bbcgoodfood.com

Wow family and friends with a stunning
strawberry tart. A lovely centrepiece des-
sert for summer dining, it’s made with
homemade pastry and créme pétissiére.

Prep:35 mins

Cook:45 mins

+ chilling Easy.

Ingredients 2 tbsp apricot jam
125g unsalted butter, softened slightly 300ml milk

85g icing sugar 150ml double cream
legg 1 tsp vanilla extract
200g plain flour, plus extra for dusting 3 egg yolks

100g strawberry jam 60g caster sugar
500g strawberries, (small hulled, large 3% tbsp cornflour
sliced) 50g butter, cubed and softened

S

" THE CORNISH HOMESTEAD “+

Hand cratted soaps, salves, balms, lotions
arid more!

Telephone: 07503 072804
wercorrishhomestead com
Facebook: cormishhomestead

(Do )
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Strawberry Tart

www.bbcgoodfood.com

1, Beat the butter and sugar together until smooth, but not fluffy. Mix
in the egg until combined, then add the flour. Bring together with your
hands to form a dough. Wrap and chill in the fridge for 30 mins.

2. Dust a surface with flour and roll out the pastry to a 26cm circle (or
3cm bigger than your tin). Line a 23cm fluted tart tin with the pastry,
leaving an overhang. Prick the base with a fork to stop any air bub-
bles forming. Chill for 30 mins.

3. Heat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Line the pastry case with a
scrunched up sheet of baking parchment and baking beans, then
bake for 15 mins. Remove the parchment and beans and bake for 15-
20 mins more until crisp and golden. Leave in the tin to cool.

4. To make the creme péatissiére, heat the milk, cream and vanilla in a
pan over a medium heat, stirring occasionally. Bring up to a simmer.
Meanwhile, whisk the yolks and sugar in a bowl for 3 mins until pale,

Happy Feet Foot Health

Tel: 07769605361
MOBILE & HOME VISITS

SHALLAN CAREEC
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER SC86199 DipR

COMPLETE FOOTCARE TREATMENT

« Nail trimming & thick nails

« Corns »

+ Callous & hard skin %,
« Cracked heels

cC
« Fungal nails (((\> d

« Verruca

« Diabetics treated i Happy feet foot health

@ Happyfeetfoothealth23@gmail.com

Areas covered Rame peninsular, Looe, Pensilva
and anywhere in between.
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Strawberry Tart

www.bbcgoodfood.com

then stir in the cornflour until combined. Pour a quarter of the hot
cream over the egg mix, whisking continuously, then pour the warm
egg mix into the pan with the rest of the cream. Stir over a low-
medium heat for 5-8 mins until the créme pétissiére thickens. Transfer
to a large bowl and cool for 15 mins, whisking occasionally. Gradually
whisk in the butter until smooth, cover and put in the fridge until need-
ed.

5. Beat the straw-
berry jam to loosen
it, then spread over
the bottom of the |
pastry case. Put the
créme patissiére |
into a piping bag
and pipe in a spiral
on top of the jam.
Arrange the straw-
berries on top in a

DJR Handyman
- Services

pattern. Heat the

apricot jam in a Indoors

small pan with 1 Hanging Pictures, Blinds, Curtains and Shelves,
tosp  water until Flatpack Furniture Assembly, Minor Plumbing
warm. Whisk to Work.

loosen the jam, then Outdoors

leave to cool slight-
ly. Brush over the
top of the strawber-
ries.

Patio Pressure Washing, Grass Cutting, Hedge
Trimming, Garden Clearance, Small Collections
and Deliveries.

Call - Darren Reynolds
07800 579144

Email: djrhandymanservices@gmail.com
All work considered, no job too small. If you cannot
see your job listed please make contact with your
requirements for a free quote.

21




Something To Crow About

By Dave Keeble

In the Winter of 2023 | noticed one of my
avian visitors to the garden, a Carrion
Crow, had what appeared to be an injured

right wing were missing. As the bird could %
still fly quite well | thought that in a few
months they would be replaced. In March |18
of that year | realised that the bird had a | I
partner and observing the pair together it
turned out that it was a female — the pair 8
returned to the garden on a daily basis to i %
feed on the seeds and other food that had
dropped from my feeders. On closer ob- &
servation, it was clear that they had a nest |
site in an Elm tree just 150 metres from the
house, and as the EIm tree is one of the " %=
latest to come in to full leaf the nest itself

-

was very visible. Visits to the garden by w
the female were less frequent — the male | =N
bird still very regular. It was quite clear that W
the male bird was feeding the female who _ *;"

was now incubating their eggs. While car-
rying out its paternal duties he became very |
aggressive towards other birds that were &/
deemed too close to the nest site. s

After a few weeks the female started to visit the garden — both birds
would fill their pouches with food to carry back to the now hatched
chicks. Both the adult birds could be seen searching for food in the
nearby fields and as the weeks went by the chicks began flapping
around in the nest and on one occasion were heard calling to the par-
ent birds when returning to the nest with food.

On a lovely day in early July we were in for a treat as not only did the
parent birds visit the garden, they brought with them three healthy
fledglings, still demanding feeding after leaving the nest. These birds
were with us all Summer, coming and going, but never far away as
Crows are very territorial. By this time it had become obvious that
the female was not going to regrow her primary feathers so an injury
was probably the cause of the loss.

.
-

22



Something To Crow About

By Dave Keeble

In the Winter and Summer of 2024 the birds behaviour was the same
as the previous year with regards to the nest site location as Crows
often return to the same nest site year after year. In June the pair
started to visit the garden feeding many times during the day but not
taking any food away. Because the pair were such regular visitors |
deduced that there were no fledglings this year — the cause was prob-
ably predation by an avian predator of some kind.

Now fast forward to the Winter of 2025 — the pair now had started to
build a nest in our small copse of trees just 25 metres from the house.
The pair were so easily identifiable by the females deformity so | was
able to positively say that they were the same birds. We are now in
May and both birds can be seen close by, the male doing most of the
foraging. During the searches for food | have seen it return to the gar-
den on three occasions with slow worms which it proceeds to eat
while sitting on the edge of my bird bath necessitating it to be re-
freshed two or three times a day. Other food that has been identified
while being eaten are frogs and the remains of a small rabbit — all
these foods have been eaten after being dunked in the bird bath. Un-
fortunately they have also collected food from a source and dunked
this in the bird bath — items include white and brown mouldy bread
and on one occasion a sausage roll!! While this may seem of no con-
sequence, you should never feed wild birds any processed food of
any kind as this is detrimental to their health — mould can cause lung
disease in birds so any such items should be disposed of in the cor-
rect manner as it will most certainly attract vermin to the site of distri-
bution.

| have been observing these birds now for several weeks and now
that | have to send this piece to be included in the Parish Magazine, |
can report that the birds behaviour is as before — they are frantically
going to and fro to the nest to feed what | now know to be three large
healthy chicks. | do hope the outcome for this Crow family is favoura-
ble as you can never be certain — nature can be both cruel and won-
derful.

One last observation from the garden at this time — Unfortunately |
have seen a rabbit with what | believe to be Myxomatosis — this viral
disease is nearly always fatal and the affected animal can take around
two weeks to die.

Life and death in nature can be observed at a glance.
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Useful Telephone Numbers

Police Councils
Looe Police Station 01203 266193 Cormaall 0300 1234 100
Or 101 Emengency 999 Looe Town Council 01503 262255
Coastguard (Emergency 999) Buses
HM Falmouth 01326 310800 CityBus 01752 662271
Brixham 01803 834002 Airports
Home Emergency Exeter 01382 367433
zas 0800 3717387 Mewuay 01637 860600
Water 0B00 169 1144 Bristol 0870 121 2747
Electricity 0800 1113399 Heathrow 0871 472 5128
Floodline 08459 881188 Gatwick 0844 335 1802
Hospitals Railway
Truro 01672 250000 Enguiries 08457 484950
Liskeard 01579 335600 Taxis
Deriford 0845 1558155 Looe Taxis 01503 262405
Doctors Sarah's Taxis 01503 265638
Looe Surgery 01503 268360 Liskeard, Amytirne 01573 346007
Liskeard. Oakiree 01579 335320 Vets
Liskeard. Rosedean 01579 343133 Looe, Calweton 01503 253773
Cluay Lane, 5t Germans & Liskeard Luxstowe 01579 342120
Downdemy 01503 230088 Liskeard DJ Ellis 01579 342602

R J REYNOLDS
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Phone 01503 240520
Mobile 07843565852

REQIJTER
All types of plumbing and heating,
Oil, Matural gas LPG . lead work Underfloor
heating, landlords certificates/ Gas safety
checks, Boiler servicing.
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