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Chairman Robert Henly 01503 240336 

Vice Chairman Roberta Powley 01503 240650 

Parish Councillors Barbara Reynolds 01503 240520 

David Keeble 01503 263525 

Paul Matthews 07724 115620 

Simon Lawes 07399 605069 

Louise Western 07789 558191 

Parish Clerk & Magazine Editor Charles Hyde 07763 364809 

clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk 

County Councillor Mark Gibbons  07342 530644 

 Cllr.mark.gibbons@cornwall.gov.uk 

If you would like to include an advertisement in the next edition please con-

tact The Clerk, Charles Hyde on 07763 364809 or by email 

clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk Costs: £20 for a full page, £10 for a ½ page, 

£5 for 1/3 page: Contract discounts are available. The magazine is printed 

quarterly and has a circulation of 350 printed copies delivered throughout the 

Parish and is also available online on our website and Facebook page.  

Contributions 

We always welcome contributions from people living in the Parish. If you 

would like to air your views on a particular subject or have a photograph or 

piece of artwork for the front cover please get in touch with The Clerk. 

Statutory Disclaimer 

All articles and advertisements are published in good faith, St Martin By Looe 

Parish Council cannot check all details in the articles and any views ex 

pressed may not necessarily reflect those of the Parish Council. Neither can 

we be held responsible for the actions of any advertisers now or in the future. 

St Martin By Looe 

Parish Councillors 

Contact Numbers. 
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Parish Council Update 

Welcome to the Autumn Edition 

At the time of writing this we are experiencing another warm and dry 

spell, as worrying as the possibility of water shortages and a drought 

can be it is lovely to be able to spend time outside, enjoying our beau-

tiful county. In this bumper issue you will find great articles by our reg-

ular contributors, and a report and photos from the Annual Produce 

Show in No Man’s Land. I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and 

please mention the magazine when contacting the advertisers, they 

make this magazine possible.  

Millendreath Parking Issues 

Some of you may have seen the front page coverage in the Cornish 

Times regarding the illegal parking on the double yellow lines in May 

Lane, hopefully the article, extra police patrols, and enforcement offic-

ers and the additional signage erected by Valley Resorts should help 

elevate the problems. Access for emergency vehicles and residents is 

vital and needs to be maintained.   
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Parish Council Update 

Planning Application 

Proposal: Change of use application for the change from 'Holiday 
Accommodation' to permanent 'Domestic Accommodation' for resi-
dential use. Location: Brambles, Kellow, Looe, Cornwall. 

Polborder to Bucklawren — Dog fouling  
Concerns have been raised by an increase in dog mess on the grass 
verges on the road to Bucklawren Farm, please clean up after your 
dog, there are dog waste bins throughout the parish which are kindly 
emptied by volunteers. 

Bus Services 
Despite many attempts by the Parish Council, County Councillor and 
MP we have been unable to get the bus company to change their 
mind about the withdrawal of the 73 bus, they claimed lack of use and 
not being financially viable. The only alternative now is to take the bus 
to Looe and change to the rerouted 73 to Liskeard, however, we have 
been made aware that this service is very unreliable with connections 
regularly being missed, the Parish Council would like to ask bus users 
to record every time the service connection fails, so we can continue 
to lobby the bus company to restore services to St Martin by Looe 
Parish, please pass this information to a Parish Councillor or the Clerk    
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Looe Banking 
Hub 

Sardine Factory next 
to the Heritage cen-

tre 
West Looe,. 

Opening Hours/
Bank 

Monday - Natwest 
9am to 5pm 
Tuesday - Barclays 
9am to 5pm 
Wednesday - Lloyd's 
10am to 3pm 
Thursday - HSBC 9am 
to 1pm 
Thursday - Santander 
1pm to 5pm 
 
Can obtain cash and 
pay money in any 
day. Any specific 
questions for your 
bank you'll need to 
speak to their advisor 
on the appropriate 

Please note new Website Address stmartinbylooe-pc.gov.uk 

Parish Council Monthly Meetings 

They take place at the Memorial Hall, No Man’s Land at 7.30pm on 

the first Thursday of each month, but this may vary, so please check 

our notceboards, social media or website for dates.  

Requests to speak during Public Participation need to be made to the 

Clerk, 48 hours in advance by email: clerk@stmartinbylooepc.org.uk.  

 

Parish Council Update 

  10.30 
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No Man’s Land Hall News 

A letter of thanks was received from Vicki from Help for Heroes: 

helpforheroes.org.uk. In the letter she explained how the charity was 

so important in helping her when she had to leave the army on health 

grounds, reading it makes us realise how much our veterans need the 

vital work Help for Heroes provides and how we, the public, can help 

by supporting this very important charity. The coffee morning held 

here at the Hall on V.E. day Thursday 8th May raised £222.00. for 

them. A cheque for £350.00, raised at our recent charity Jumble Sale, 

was presented to Mary for the charity Refuge4Pets.  

Roberta presenting the cheque to Mary from  

Refuge4Pets  

This charity provides a spe-

cialist animal fostering ser-

vice across Devon and 

Cornwall to victims/

survivors of domestic abuse 

so they can leave with their 

much loved animals who, 

sadly, can be victims too. 

For more information 

please visit their website : 

www.refuge4pets.org.uk.  
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No Man’s Land Hall News 

On June 18th we held a Coffee Morning in which two members of the 

S.W. Ambulance Service Community Response Team gave a very 

informative talk and a demonstration on how to use the defibrillator at 

the Hall. 

The Car Park will be closed from 9am Friday 26th September until 

9am Saturday 27th September. Please ensure your vehicle has been 

removed from the Car Park by 8am Friday 26th September. 

Forthcoming Events: 

Harvest Festival Saturday 18th October 2.30pm followed by a Faith 

Tea.  

Remembrance Sunday Service 2pm 9th November followed by a 

Faith Tea. 

Christmas Fayre Saturday 22nd November 2.30pm 

Christmas Bingo Friday 12th December 7pm for 8pm.  
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No Man’s Land 

Annual Produce Show 2nd August 2025 

No Man’s Land Village Hall was a riot of colour for our annual produce 
show. Judges were kept busy due to an increase in entries. The 
standard was high. In the afternoon visitors enjoyed cream teas and 
ice creams. Huge thanks to the judges, stewards, exhibitors and eve-
ryone who produced the refreshments. 
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No Man’s Land 

Annual Produce Show 2nd August 2025 
 

Some 

of the 

show 

entries 
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No Man’s Land 

Annual Produce Show 2nd August 2025 
Trophy winners were: 
 

Marcus Julian,  
Jayne Gazur, Andrew 
Chudleigh, Teresa 
Weeks, Julia Smith, 
Andrea Deeley, Paul 
Matthews, Adele Conn, 
Careen Harris, 
Harry Lucking, 
Billy Bacon, 
Liz Pengelly, 
Morwenna Chudleigh, 
Kate Humphreys,  
Rob Young, Alex Brown 
and Charles Hyde. 

Much appreciation to Morwenna 
Chudleigh for organising this 

years Show, you did us proud. 
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World War Won! 
History Snippet by Jenny Wallis  

We’ve had a little peep back into our past!  
Ian Bromley was looking to enhance his 
family history.  His Grandmother Elsie, a 
Jersey hotelier, escaped to Cornwall in 
1940s.  She was eventually housed at Nu-
ala in Millendreath after a stay in Polperro. 
We were able to send a photo of the old 
Nuala which was demolished in 2009.  It 
was owned by Violet Bale until 1972.   
Wartime memories are rather scarce.  
Mutton’s Cafe at Millendreath was requisi-
tioned by the military and the Watch 
House became HQ for the Home Guard.  

Godfrey Gill in Plaidy published his Aunt Peggy’s War Diary 1940 
which is fascinating.  From 23rd July to August 3rd 1940 the soldiers 
were making cement ’sugar loaves’ across Millendreath Beach. -  also 
referred to as ‘dragons teeth.  This photo shows how they were incor-
porated in the sundeck of the sixties. 
The Diary tells of a bomb falling ‘east of Looe’ in a strawberry field 
and of a Local Defence Volunteer hut at Murraytown. 
Recent renovations at the Watch House unearthed a shower block 
and bath (with Ajax) walled up in the garden! 
I know that hedges on the hilltop were flattened for an emergency 
landing strip and that plans were made to evacuate coastal areas in a 
“burnt earth” measure. 

Nuala, before 2009. 
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World War Won! 
History Snippet by Jenny Wallis  

The Parish Archives would be fertile ground for some insights.  A par-
ish memory would be a worthwhile project. I remember the barbed 
wire, anti-tank traps and black-out curtains. Rissoles and ration-books 
come to mind. I’m glad we won!  But I grew up to be a pacifist! 
We need a military historian! 
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 Open 7 days a week 

Mon—Sat 8am—6pm. 

Sunday 9am - 5pm 

 

  

 

Pumpkin Pie  
www.bbcgoodfood.com 

Fill a sweet shortcrust pastry tart 

case with lightly spiced squash to 

make a traditional American treat.  

Serves 8 

Prep time 40 mins 

Cook time 1 hr 30 mins 

(plus chilling). 

Ingredients 

750g/1lb 10oz pumpkin or butternut  

squash, peeled, deseeded and cut 

into chunks 

350g/12oz sweet shortcrust pastry 

plain flour for dusting 

140g/5oz caster sugar 

½ tsp salt 

½ tsp fresh nutmeg grated 

1 tsp cinnamon 

2 eggs beaten 

25g/1oz butter melted 

175ml/6 fl oz milk 

1 tbsp icing sugar 
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Pumpkin Pie  
www.bbcgoodfood.com 

 
Method 

Step 1. Place the pumpkin in a large saucepan, cover with water and bring 

to the boil. Cover with a lid and simmer for 15 mins or until ten-

der. Drain pumpkin; let cool. 

Step 2. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Roll out the pastry on a lightly 

floured surface and use it to line a 22cm loose-bottomed tart tin. Chill for 15 

mins. Line the pastry with baking parchment and baking beans, then bake for 

15 mins. Remove the beans and paper, and cook for a further 10 mins until 

the base is pale golden and biscuity. Remove from the oven and allow to 

cool slightly. 

Step 3. Increase oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7. Push the 

cooled pumpkin through a sieve into a large bowl or blend to a puree in a 

food processor. In a separate bowl, combine the sugar, salt, nutmeg and half 

the cinnamon. Mix in the beaten eggs, melted butter and milk, then add to 

the pumpkin purée and stir to combine. Pour into the tart shell and cook for 

10 mins, then reduce the temperature to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Continue to 

bake for 35-40 mins until the filling has just set. 

Step 4. Leave to cool, then remove the pie from the tin. Mix the remaining 

cinnamon with the icing sugar and dust over the pie. Serve chilled. 
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In St Martins Church Hall.  

Saturday 27th September 12.2pm.  

Community Meal — Quiche & Salads.  

Saturday 25th October 12-2pm 

Community Meal — Baked Potato, cheese and 

beans. 

Saturday 22nd November 12-3pm  

 Christmas Community Meal 12-3pm. 

Lunches, Teas, Stalls.  

All Proceeds to St Martins and St Nicholas 

Churches, Looe.  

Autumn Community Meals & Events 
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www.scottparry.co.uk 

 01752 858314  

sales@scottparry.co.uk            @scott parry associates  
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STEVE WILLS HAULAGE 
We can supply Dumpy Bags /25kg bags of  

Decorative Chippings 

Sand and aggregates 

Cement and Blocks 

Tipper & Grab Hire 

Delivery or collection available 

Fast and efficient service 

 

Hessenford Women’s Institute 

Hessenford WI 

Enjoyable 

Safe 

Sociable 

Educational 

Neighbourly 

Fun 

Open-minded 

Recreational 

Delicious (well the refreshments are) 

Welcoming 

We are Hessenford WI 

and we are a friendly 

women’s group who 

are always happy to 

meet visitors. We meet 

at Widegates Village 

Hall on the first Tues-

day of each month at 

2pm. We would love to 

meet you. Please 

come and meet us.  
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The Famous Five 
By Dave Keeble 

Those of you who read the Summer 

edition of the Parish Magazine may 

recall that my main story was about 

a pair of Carrion Crows who had 

nested in a tree in my garden.  The 

story up until then was that the three 

chicks had hatched and the parent 

birds were busy every minute of the 

day keeping them fed.  Now, to continue with the developments of 
that time, as the days passed the chicks were very visible, especially 
when being fed.  All three would perch on the side of the nest and vig-
orously flap their wings – space in the nest was now obviously at a 
premium. 
I didn’t see the precise moment that the fledglings left the nest but 
they remained close to it for a couple of weeks, during which time the 
parent birds could be seen taking food to different locations in the 
trees. 
The female bird was a consistent visitor to the garden, pouching as 
much food as she could manage, she would then drink from the bird   
 



21 

 

 

 

The Famous Five 
By Dave Keeble 

bath and then fly the short distance to feed the young.  The male bird 

would also take food to the fledglings but spent an increasing amount 

of time perched in a dead Elm keeping an eye out for passing dan-

gers in the form of birds of prey.  He also would take flight to remove 

other Corvids from the area, including a Raven that just happened to 

venture too close.  On one occasion both male and female birds took 

flight to remove a Buzzard that may have possibly noticed the young 

Crows.  The ariel dogfight lasted for several minutes until the pair 

eventually escorted the Buzzard down in to the Millendreath valley 

and then returned to parental duties.  Watching these birds going 

about their daily routine was fascinating and I would take every oppor-

tunity to do so.  

I knew the time would come when the whole family would break cover 

and come to feed, and in the middle of June all five birds came for the 

first time just yards from the back door.  At this stage the young birds 

were not feeding themselves and still relied on the parent birds who 

responded to the constant squawking and wing flapping from all three  



22 

 
Areas covered Rame peninsular, Looe, Pensilva 

and anywhere in between.  

 The Famous Five 
By Dave Keeble 

 fledglings.  Day after day the birds were being shown how to feed 
from the ground until eventually they began to get the majority of their 
food themselves, which was very fortunate as on one particular day 
the female arrived with an injured leg.  She was just able to hop on 
the ground but unable to perch on the side of the bird bath – I was 
very concerned as to what the outcome might be.  Observations over 
the next few days saw the bird gradually getting some movement 
back and after about a week all was well and almost back to normal. 
Now, up to date all five birds visit the garden every day – sometimes 
only the young birds come but with the parents never far away.  I do 
hope that the family continue to come to the garden as they are a de-
light to watch. 
Another observation from the garden is that we seem to have more 
Bees this year than we have had for a long time.  They seem to enjoy 
certain plants more than others - one in particular is a Salvia called 
‘Hot Lips’.  It has brilliant scarlet and white flowers and can be grown 
in a pot or in borders.  One other species that is attracting attention 
from the Bees is not so common – it is more often called the Chinese 
Lantern Tree – botanical name is Koelreuteria Bippinnata.  I have had  
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Indoors 

Hanging Pictures, Blinds, Curtains and Shelves, 

Flatpack Furniture Assembly, Minor Plumbing 

Work.  

Outdoors 

Patio Pressure Washing, Grass Cutting, Hedge 

Trimming, Garden Clearance, Small Collections 

and Deliveries. 

Call  - Darren Reynolds 

07800 579144 

Email: djrhandymanservices@gmail.com 
All work considered, no job too small. If you cannot 

see your job listed please make contact with your 

requirements for a free quote. 

The Famous Five 
By Dave Keeble 

the plant for many years – originally grown in a pot from a seed ac-
quired from Kew Gardens by my mother in the late 80’s.  Now, plant-
ed in the ground it is thriving with both flowers and lanterns and it can, 
I understand, reach 30 – 40 feet in height.  
On a less pleasant topic, the assumption I made about the rabbit dis-
ease, Myxomatosis, was probably correct as no sightings have been 
made for at least two months.  

At the time of writing 
I am sure like many 
gardeners out there, 
I am hoping for 
some rain, just 
enough to fill the 
water butts and 
maybe stop a dread-
ed hose pipe ban. 
 
David Keeble 
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Extract from an Old Map 

(No idea of its age! Thanks to Caroline Petherick) 
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R J REYNOLDS 
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD 

Phone 01503 240520 
Mobile 07843565852  


